
COUNCIL MEETING 7 NOVEMBER 2019
Item 5 – Public Questions

Question From Question to
1 Mr G Ford The Leader The Council is due to deliver several key strategies before the end of the year, 

including a new Corporate Strategy, Energy Strategy, and Climate and Environment 
Strategy.  What measures are the Council taking to ascertain and include residents’ 
priorities in the development of these strategies and what are the plans for public 
consultation while these documents are at draft stage?

2 Ms A Gabriel Cllr Butler After the declaration of a Climate Emergency in July, the Council created two climate 
panels (The Climate and Environment Liaison Panel and the Climate and Environment 
Funding and Lobbying Liaison Panel) to advise on immediate, medium and longer-term 
actions to make EHDC compliant with national carbon reduction targets, and advise on 
local and national best practice, among other things.  The panels were designed to give 
“wider engagement, transparency and member involvement” in decisions in this area. 
EHDC’s constitution also requires decisions to be taken transparently, and to support 
accountability to and involvement of residents and other interested stakeholders. The 
EHDC Code of Conduct for Councillors requires those serving on sub-committees and 
cabinet panels to put the interests of residents first, to listen to all parties, take all 
relevant information into consideration, to be accountable, to contribute to making the 
Council's decisions as open and transparent as possible, and to restrict information 
only when the wider public interest clearly demands. 

In light of these aspirations on transparency and inclusiveness, will the chair of the 
climate panels commit to (1) make the panels’ minutes and other working documents 
public and (2) invite residents and other stakeholders to join the panels?



3 Ms C Cockburn Cllr Butler The climate liaison panels were created advise the Cabinet.  How many members of 
the Cabinet have read the Summary for Policymakers of IPCC Special Report on 
Global Warming of 1.5°C (https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-
of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
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